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that there could strictly be a genuine ethnographic boundary
between Poland and Russia, for between the ethnographic Poland
and the ethnographic Russia lay that broad band of land mostly
occupied by peasants of mixed nationality which the Poles desig-
nated the Kresy. According to the Polish census of 1921 there
were in the part of it returned to Poland—Vilna, Novogrodek,
Bialystok, Polesia and Volhynia—45-8 per cent Poles; 22-7 per
cent White Russians; 17-3 per cent Ukrainians; 9-7 per cent
Jews, the remainder being Lithuanians, Russians and others. The
census figures showed that though the Poles had not an absolute
majority in their area they had a high relative majority of the total
population, which was put at 5,424,437.
The treaty clarified the position respecting Eastern Galicia for
Poland, the Soviet and the Soviet Ukrainian Republic. In
December 1919 the Supreme Council had withdrawn the resolu-
tion giving Poland a mandate to organize and govern Eastern
Galicia for 25 years, as the Poles declined to accept it. In February
1921 the subject was brought before the Council of the League
of Nations by some members of what had been the "Rada of the
Western Ukraine" (Eastern Galicia) who had taken up their
abode in Vienna; later their headquarters were transferred to
Berlin. On the motion of Hymans, the Belgian representative,
the Council referred the matter to the Ambassadors' Conference.
Poland registered the Riga Treaty with the League on August 12,
1921. But nearly two years elapsed before the treaty-frontier was
recognized by the Great Allies and the question of Eastern Galicia
settled at the same time by the attribution of the district to Poland
on an autonomy basis. So far as the treaty was concerned the Vilna
question was placed outside the orbit of the Soviet. The situation
at the moment was that Vilna and the Vilna district, under the
name of Central or Middle Lithuania, was held by Zeligowski
with his "Lithuanian-White Russian troops," without any recog-
nized connexion with the Polish Government.
The net outcome of the Polish-Soviet War was that Pilsudski
had succeeded in interposing between the essential or ethnographic
Poland and the Soviet a considerable block of territory, which,
in view of the attitude of the Supreme Council, Poland would

